Natural and immune antibodies to rabbit erythrocyte antigens.
Natural agglutinins to rabbit erythrocytes were found in all human sera studied. In the newborn, the antibodies were of IgG class; in the 6-month-old infants they were mainly of IgM class. Older children and adults had both IgG and IgM antibodies. Agglutinins to rabbit erythrocytes were also found in serum from fourteen of fifteen other species studied. The trichloroacetic acid extract from rabbit erythrocyte stromata (TCA-preparation) contains at least three different antigenic determinants: one which we hitherto to have found only on rabbit erythrocytes, one which is closely related to human blood group B antigen, and one which is closely related to the I antigen. The TCA-preparation did not elicit delayed hypersensitivity skin reactions in humans in spite of high titred agglutinins in serum, but did so in immunized guinea-pigs.